
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Board of Commissioners and Drainage Authority Agenda 
 

July 12, 2022 
 
 

Commissioners: Marie Dranttel- Board Chair; Jack Kolars- Vice Chair; John Luepke; Terry Morrow; Dave Haack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Providing efficient services 
with innovation and 

accountability. 

Vision Statement 
 

Setting the standard for providing superior and efficient county 
government services through leadership, accountability  

and innovation to a growing and diverse society. 
 

Core Values 
 

Leadership. Integrity. 
Accountability. 

Efficiency. Innovation. 

Nicollet County Government Center ● 501 South Minnesota Avenue ● St. Peter MN  56082 
 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order: Chair Dranttel 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Silence Your Cell Phones 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

 4. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

  a. June 28, 2022 Board Minutes 

b. Approval of Bills 

c. End of Probations 

  

 5. Public Appearances 

 

9:05 a.m. 6. Administration 

  a. Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) Presentation – Tim Penny 

 

9:20 a.m. 7. Property Services 

  a. AgBMP Low Interest Loan Project – Septic Lien 

 

9:25 a.m. 8. County Attorney Update 

 9. Chair’s Report 

 10. Commissioner Committee Reports 

 11. Commissioner Meetings & Conferences 

 12. Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

 13. Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting   

           

 

9:55 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: Chair Dranttel 

 1.  Approval of Agenda 

 

 2. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

 a. June 28, 2022 Drainage Authority Minutes 

 

3. Public Appearances 
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10:00 a.m. 4. Public Services 

 a. Continued CD79 Public Hearing on the Final Acceptance of the 

Improvement Project 

 

 5. Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 

 
Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this notice 
of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County Board of 
Commissioners. Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners expected to 
attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 
Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to participate 
in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Administrator, at 507-
934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
 
July 2022: 
July 12 - Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
July 12 - Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
July 18 - Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.; Nicollet County  
 Board Room, St. Peter * 
July 19 - Individual Department Head Meeting – Human Resources, 8:15 a.m.; Nicollet County Board  
 Room, St. Peter * 
July 19 - County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
July 22 - Personnel Committee Meeting, Closed for LELS Licensed Mediation, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Nicollet County Board 
 Room, St. Peter 
July 22 - BNEH Full Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.; New Ulm Law Enforcement Center, 15 S Washington St, New Ulm* 
July 26 - Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
July 26 - Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
July 26 - Tour of the North Mankato Health and Human Services Building Construction, 2:30 p.m., North Mankato*    
 
August 2022: 
August 3   - SWCD Board Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Nicollet, MN 
August 9   - Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 9   - Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 15 - Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m.; Nicollet County  
      Board Room, St. Peter * 
August 16 - Individual Department Head Meeting – County Attorney, 8:15 a.m.; Nicollet County Board  
      Room, St. Peter* 
August 16 - County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 23 - Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 23 - Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m.; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 25 - Budget Workshop #1, 8:30 a.m. – Noon; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
August 31 - Budget Workshop #2, 8:30 a.m. – Noon; Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter*   



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Board of Commissioners and Drainage Authority Agenda 
 

July 12, 2022 
 
 

Commissioners: Marie Dranttel- Board Chair; Jack Kolars- Vice Chair; John Luepke; Terry Morrow; Dave Haack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Providing efficient services 
with innovation and 

accountability. 

Vision Statement 
 

Setting the standard for providing superior and efficient county 
government services through leadership, accountability  

and innovation to a growing and diverse society. 
 

Core Values 
 

Leadership. Integrity. 
Accountability. 

Efficiency. Innovation. 

Nicollet County Government Center ● 501 South Minnesota Avenue ● St. Peter MN  56082 
 

NOTICE REGARDING NICOLLET COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
AND DRAINAGE AUTHORITY MEETING  

JULY 12, 2022 
9:00 A.M. 

 
NICOLLET COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM 

501 SOUTH MINNESOTA AVENUE 
ST. PETER, MN 

 
The Nicollet County Board and Drainage Authority meetings will be conducted under 
Minnesota Statute 13D.02 – Meetings by Interactive Technology. County Board and 
Drainage Authority members will participate by means of Interactive Technology. 
Commissioner David Haack will be participating virtually at 626 Grant Ave., North 
Mankato, MN, 56003. 
 
How members of the public can participate in the meeting: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81098198198 
 
 
Meeting ID: 810 9819 8198 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,81098198198# US (New York) 
+16469313860,,81098198198# US 
 
The meeting can be viewed live at: 
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos.   
 
A copy of the meeting agenda and packet is available at: 
https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Commissioners-3 
 
Questions or comments regarding agenda items and viewing or listening to the meeting 
can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, County Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or by email 
at mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81098198198
http://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos
https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Commissioners-3
mailto:mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us


JUNE 28, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 
28, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, Jack Kolars, John Luepke and Terry 
Morrow were present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the 

agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: 
1. June 13, 2022 County Board of Appeals & Equalization (CBAE) Minutes;
2. June 14, 2022 Board Meeting Minutes;
3. 2022 DNR Boat and Water Safety Grant
4. Master Joint Powers Agreement with State of Minnesota (DPS, BCA) and Resolution
5. Church of St. George Exempt Gambling Permit
6. Acknowledgement of the Auditor’s Warrants, and approval of the Commissioner

Warrants as presented for the following amounts:
a. General Revenue Fund - $124,709.79;
b. Road & Bridge Fund - $19,341.24;
c. Human Services Fund $260,117.68;

3. End of Probations for Kevin Olson, Probation Officer, effective July 6, 2022; Nathan
Jackson, Probation Officer, effective July 7, 2022; and Cara Doyen, Probation Officer,
effective July 12, 2022.

 Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances 
Mike Stevenson appeared on behalf of the Nicollet Conservation Club to speak about 

Chronic Wasting Disease in the local deer population. The Conservation Club would like to be 
added to the agenda for the next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting to discuss the 
possibility of a deer moratorium in Nicollet County. Mr. Stevenson was referred to Property 
Services for assistance. 

Human Resources 
Alternative Work Schedule Program Policy 

Director Larson presented a review of the Alternative Work Schedule Program Policy 
draft. Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve the 
Alternative Work Schedule Program Policy. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
June 28, 2022 

 

Public Works 
Consider Award of 2022 Highway Striping Project 

Director Greenwood presented the bids that were opened on June 27 at 11:00 am. 
Traffic Marking Services was the lowest bid. Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by 
Commissioner Luepke to award the Highway Striping Project contract to Traffic Marking 
Services. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Consider Amendment #2 to MnDOT Agreement No. 1045974 and Resolution 

Director Greenwood presented updates to the Agreement and Resolution for the 
reimbursement of preliminary engineering services for the CSAH 21 slope failure. Motion by 
Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve the Amendment 
No. 2 to MnDOT agreement No. 1045974 and Resolution. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor on a roll call vote. 
 
 
Administration 
Border-to-Border Grant Application Letter of Support 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
Border-to-Border Grant Application letter of support. Motion carried with all voting in favor, with 
Commissioner Luepke abstaining. 
 
American Rescue Plan Act Funds Resolution 

Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
acceptance of the ARPA Funds Resolution. Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call 
vote. 
 
High School State Champions Proclamation 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve the 
following proclamations celebrating the accomplishments of local high school athletic state 
championship teams: 

 
Mankato West Girls Softball - Class AAA 
Nicollet Raiders Girls Softball - Class A 
St. Peter Boys Track and Field - Class AA 
 

Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
County Attorney Update: 
  County Attorney Zehnder Fischer spent the past weekend with community members in 
Nicollet for Friendship Days. She also attended the Tea and Talk in St. Peter and enjoyed 
conversations with area community members and traditional Somali refreshments. 
 
Chair’s Report 

 Region 9 Revolving Loan Fund meeting 

 Region 9 Full Board meeting 

 County Board Workshop 

 Township Association meeting 

 BNEH 

 Planning & Zoning Commission 
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Commissioner Committee Reports 

The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities, including:   
 
Commissioner Terry Morrow 

 MVAC 

 County Board Workshop 

 Township Association meeting 

 County Health Board meeting 
 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Traverse de Sioux 

 County Board Workshop 

 Township Association meeting 

 County Board 

 Diversity Council 

 Area Transportation Planning meeting 
 

 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner Reports 
and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of those expenses 
and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to adjourn the 
meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:28 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

     ________________________________ 
     MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

_________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER, CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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JUNE 28, 2022 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, June 28, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. with Chair Dranttel presiding and Commissioners Terry Morrow, John 
Luepke and Jack Kolars present. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, 
County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer, and Recording Secretary Sarah Frahm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Morrow to approve 

the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the June 14, 2022 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances. 

CD79 Continued Public Hearing on the Final Acceptance of the Improvement Project 
Director Kopet appeared before the Board to give background on the CD79 project. On 

December 17, 2019 the Drainage Authority accepted the Final Engineer’s Report and the 

viewer’s reports for the determination pertaining to the improvement project to CD79. On April 

28, 2020, the construction bid was awarded to Molnau Trucking, LLC. ISG, the engineer on the 

project, submitted their Final Acceptance Report in December 2021. The hearing was originally 

scheduled for February 8, 2022 at 10:00 am. At that time, the Drainage Authority requested a 

continuance of the hearing to March 8, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.to obtain more information from ISG 

as a result of landowners’ concerns. At the March 8, 2022 hearing, it was determined that 

additional information was needed to officially close this project. The public hearing was again 

continued to June 28, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. to allow time for the wet areas on the property to dry 

out so additional measurements could be taken on the property of Ron Cordes.    

Chuck Brandel, Senior Engineer at ISG, shared his Final Acceptance Report to the 

Board for review. He stated that Molnau Trucking completed the project according to the 

original plan. He went over the final amount to be paid to Molnau for the project completion. 

Next, he discussed the work that had been done throughout the project. After completion of the 

project, he stated that Mr. Cordes had brought up grading issues on the East side of his lot 

adjacent to the ditch. An ISG technician came out to Mr. Cordes’ property after the snow had 

melted and completed a survey of the berm, grading area, and slope to the riprap overflow. 

According to Mr. Brandel, material was taken out of the ditch and placed alongside it, which he 

stated was standard design. He mentioned that spreading material out and leveling it off would 

be an additional estimated cost of $4,100. He reached out to two or three contractors via 

telephone, but did not have any success finding a contractor to take the project due to its small 

size. 

DRAFT



Nicollet County Drainage Authority Minutes 
June 28, 2022 

 
  
Public Comments: 
 The public comment period opened at 10:12 a.m. Ron Cordes approached the Board 
and stated that when he originally purchased the property years ago, he paid someone to 
come out and level off the small berm alongside the ditch. He went to all meetings regarding 
this project and did not recall hearing about a spillway being built. He stated that he was told 
numerous times that the dirt would be leveled off, but the material was placed alongside the 
ditch instead. Also, he mentioned that in the original plans, the spoils were going to be placed 
onto a neighbor’s property, but Mr. Cordes told them that he wanted the dirt to stay on his 
land. 
 Commissioner Morrow addressed Mr. Brandel and asked if he felt Molnau completed 
the work according to the plans, to which he replied yes. Mr. Brandel also stated once again 
that standard ditch practice when doing cleanings is to pile material into the easement area. 
He also noted that there was a positive overflow where water could get out, however he did 
note that ISG could have done a better job in taking the landowners’ needs into consideration. 

At 10:33 a.m., Commissioner Morrow motioned for a five-minute recess and 
Commissioner Luepke seconded. Once the meeting reconvened, Commissioner Morrow 
clarified that the problem did not seem to be Molnau’s issue, and refusing to close the 
contract with them didn’t feel right. There was additional discussion about how the dirt would 
get leveled off, as well as who would be responsible for the cost.  

At this time, Director Kopet approached the Board to share the Drainage Authority 
minutes from the June 30, 2020 meeting, in which both ISG and Ron Cordes were in 
attendance. At that meeting, Mr. Cordes had questioned the fill along the ditch and had asked 
to “flatten it out, and go out as far as necessary.” Also in the record was Mr. Brandel replying 
that this “would be fine with him and it should be fine with Molnau Trucking.” 

Commissioner Morrow began a discussion regarding the options available going 
forward. The main issue is cost and who will be paying for the work of leveling off the dirt. 
According to the meeting record, Mr. Cordes was informed by ISG that the dirt would be 
leveled off, therefore ISG would be responsible for the cost. Mr. Brandel stated that he would 
be willing to find a way to resolve this.  
 Attorney Zehnder Fischer shared her recommendation to close the project so Molnau 
Trucking can be paid for the work they have completed as per the plan specifications. 
Attorney Zehnder Fischer’s second recommendation is to have ISG put together a proposal 
for how the remaining work will be completed, as well as an allocation for damages, seeding, 
and any other associated costs for the Board to consider.  
 Commissioner Morrow made a motion to accept the Molnau Trucking project as 
completed so the final payment can be made. He also motioned for a continuation of the 
project until the next meeting on July 12, 2022 to allow ISG to present a plan for finishing the 
remaining work as well as provide an allocation for associated project costs. Commissioner 
Luepke seconded the motion and it was passed on a roll call vote.  
 
 
Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn 
the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
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Chair Dranttel adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

MARIE DRANTTEL, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 

MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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