
 

 

 
Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

 
September 28, 2021 

Nicollet County Government Center 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 
Commissioners – Terry Morrow, Chair; Jack Kolars; John Luepke; Marie Dranttel; Denny Kemp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 
 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability.  
Innovation.  Integrity. 

 
 
 

 
9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order:  Chair Morrow 

 

1. Flag Pledge 
2. Silence Your Cell Phones 
3. Approval of Agenda 

 

 Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of September 14, 2021 Board Minutes 
2. Drug Task Force Joint Powers Agreement 
3. Out of State Travel – Identifying Criminal Vehicles and Occupants Training 
4. Approve Lease Amendment with MN Driver and Vehicle Services 
5. Approval of Bills 

  

 Public Appearances  
 

9:05 a.m. Health and Human Services 
1. Drug-Free Communities Grant 

 
9:10 a.m. Public Works 

1. Consider Prioritized Bridge Replacement List Resolution 
2. Consider Cooperative Construction Agreement for SAP 052-599-027 
3. Consider Consultant Work Order for SAP 052-599-027 
4. Consider Amendment #1 to MnDOT agreement No. 1045974 and Resolution 
5. Consider Snow and Ice Removal Agreement with City of New Ulm 

 
9:50 a.m. Public Services 

1. Consider New Tobacco License  
 
9:55 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order:  Commissioner Kemp 
 Drainage Authority Agenda Items 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of September 14, 2021 Drainage Authority Minutes 

2. Continued Public Hearing for Redetermination of Benefits for CD 4A 
3. Consider Findings for Approved Redeterminations for CD48A 
4. Consider Order to Approve Redeterminations for CD39 

 
 Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 
 
 
 
 
Continued… 
 

10:00 a.m. 
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10:20 a.m. Administration 

1. Designate Responsible Authority for Data Requests 
2. Resolution Appointing the Nicollet County Recorder and Registrar of Titles 
3. South Central Small Business Development Center Letter of Support 
4. Approval of the 2022 Preliminary Property Tax Levy and Setting the 2022 

Levy and Budget  
 
 County Attorney Update 
 

 Chair’s Report 
 

 Commissioner Committee Reports 
 

 Commissioners Meetings & Conferences    
 

 Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 
 

 Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued… 
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Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners.  Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 
 

Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Interim 
Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
 
September 24 – Brown-Nicollet Community Health Full Board Meeting, 8:15 a.m. 
September 28 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter *  
September 28 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
 
October 4 – Mankato Rehabilitation Center 
October 6 – SWCD Board Meeting 
October 7 – Highway 169 Coalition Meeting  
October 12 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 12 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 18 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet  
   County Board Room, St. Peter* 
October 19 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Road Tour, Nicollet County * 
October 26 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter *  
October 26 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 28 – Brown-Nicollet Community Health Executive Committee Meeting, 8:15 a.m. 
 



DRAFT
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 
NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners Terry Morrow, Denny Kemp, Jack 
Kolars, Marie Dranttel, and John Luepke were present.  Also present were County 
Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer and 
Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis.  

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 

approve the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 

approve the consent agenda items as follows: August 24, 2021 Board Meeting minutes, 
Victim/Witness Coordinator Grant Renewal, end of probation for Emily Osdoba, 
effective September 14, 2021, and approval of the Commissioner Warrants as 
presented for the following amounts: General Revenue Fund - $57,583.77, Road & 
Bridge Fund - $27,559.35, Human Services Fund - $219,634.18, and acknowledge 
review of the Auditor’s Warrants. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances. 

Clerk to the Board 
Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to

appoint County Administrator Mandy Landkamer as Clerk to the Board. Motion carried
with all voting in favor. 

U of M Extension 
U of M Memorandum of Agreement 2022-2024 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the U of M Memorandum of Agreement 2022-2024. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor.  

Health and Human Services 
Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program Resolution 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program Resolution. 
Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
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County Attorney 
Consider Settlement of Kleiber v. Nelson Auto Center Qui Tam Action 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
accept the settlement of Kleiber v. Nelson Auto Center Qui Tam Action. Motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Administration 
South Central Service Cooperative Joint Powers Agreement 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
approve the South Central Service Cooperative Joint Powers Agreement and direct 
Administration to notify the largest collective bargaining unit in the County of the change 
with insurance providers. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities including:   
 
Chair’s Report 

 Budget Workshop 
 

Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 Budget Workshop 

 Brown Nicollet Executive Committee 

 Union Negations 

 St. Peter Liaison Meeting 

 Brown Nicollet Finance Meeting 

 Region 9 Board 

 Judicial Ditch #5 
 
Commissioner Denny Kemp 

 Insurance Committee Meeting 

 Budget Workshop 

 MRCI Executive Committee Meeting 
 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 Traverse des Sioux 

 Mediation 

 MAPO 

 Area Transportation Partnership 
 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 Susan Akland tour of Nicollet County 

 Citizen Meeting 

 Budget Workshop 

 Farm Bureau Association  
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Public Works Director and County Engineer, Seth Greenwood, provided an overview of 
road projects within the County.  
 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the 
Commissioner Reports and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and 
authorize payment of those expenses and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commission Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:49 a.m. 

 
 
 
                                                                 ________________________________ 

     TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
_________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 











































































































OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 
             SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. with Chair Morrow presiding. Commissioners Marie 
Dranttel, John Luepke, Jack Kolars, and Denny Kemp were present. Also present were 
County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis and County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 

Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the August 24, 2021 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Public Hearing for Ditch Cleanings on CD32A and CD82 
 At 10:00 a.m. Chair Morrow opened the Public Hearing for Ditch Cleanings on 
CD32A and CD82.  
 
CD32A 
 Ditch Inspector Nate Henry provided opening remarks on the requests for the clean 
out on portions of CD32A. Chair Morrow opened the public comment portion of the meeting 
at 10:02 a.m. With no public comments Chair Morrow closed the public hearing at 10:03 
a.m.  
 Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 
the clean out, as requested, for CD32A. Motion carried 4-0-1 with Commissioner Luepke 
abstaining.  
 
CD82 
 Ditch Inspector Nate Henry provided opening remarks on the requests for the clean 
out on portions of CD82. Chair Morrow opened the public comment portion of the meeting 
at 10:15 a.m.  
 Kevin Johnson, landowner on CD82, appeared before the Board to address his 
concerns on the removal of trees located on his portion of CD82.  
 Byron Norell, landowner on CD82, appeared before the Board to also address his 
concerns on the removal of trees in the ditch. 
 Blake Webster, landowner CD82, appeared before the Board to share his support for 
the cleaning and shared his concerns on the varying maps. Ditch Inspector Henry noted 
that the variation in the maps has resulted due to the redeterminations for CD82 that is 
currently happening. Public Services Manager Kopet directed Mr. Webster  
 Kevin Johnson, landowner on CD82, reappeared before the Board to formally 
withdraw his ditch cleaning request.  
 Byron Norell, landowner on CD82, reappeared before the Board to also formally 
withdraw his request to clean the ditch.  
 Carl Johnson, landowner on CD82, appeared before the Board to bring his concerns 
in regards to CD82. 

With no further public comments Chair Morrow closed the public hearing at 10:47 
a.m.  

At 10:50 a.m. Chair Morrow called for a brief recess to allow for clarification on costs. 



At 10:54 a.m. Chair Morrow called the meeting back to order. Ditch Inspector Henry 
provided an estimate of $20,000 to provide clarification on questions raised by 
Commissioners and landowners. 

Chair Morrow invited the petitioners forward to share any concerns in light of 
additional information provided by Ditch Inspector Henry.  

Kevin Johnson, landowner on CD82, took the opportunity provided by Chair Morrow 
and appeared before the Board to share his support for cleaning the ditch, but requests 
additional time to gather additional information on costs. 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dranntel to 
approve the clean out, as presented, for CD82. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Public Hearing for CD86A – Levy and Financing for Improvement Report  
 At 11:12 a.m. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD86A in regards to levy 
and financing for improvement report. Public Services Manager Kopet provided opening 
remarks.   
 At 11:17 a.m. Chair Morrow opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 Tim Gieseke, landowner on CD86A, appeared before the Board to note that this is a 
unique system and raise questions on payments and redeterminations of benefits in respect 
to the uniqueness of this system. Manager Kopet provided clarification on questions raised 
by Mr. Gieseke.   
 Kevin Alrich, landowner on CD86A, appeared before the Board to request the 
detailed breakout for the total cost of the project. Manager Kopet will provided as requested. 
 Mr. Gieseke reappeared before the Board to confirm that electricity abd operational 
costs are not included in the project. 
 With no further comment, Chair Morrow closed the public comment portion of the 
hearing at 11:35 a.m. 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 
the Findings of Fact and Order for CD82, with note that title, Before the Nicollet Sibley Joint 
Drainage Authority, will be corrected to read, Before the Nicollet County Drainage Authority.  
Motion carried 4-0-1 with Commissioner Luepke abstaining.  
 
Consider Findings for Approved Redeterminations for CD13A, CD29A, CD33A, 
CD48A, and CD51A 
 Public Services Manager, Jaci Kopet, provided opening remarks in regards to the 
Findings for Approved Redeterminations for CD13A, CD29A, CD33A, CD48A, and CD51A.  
 
CD13A 

Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 
the Findings of Fact and Order for CD13A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 
 
CD29A 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve the 
Findings of Fact and Order for CD29A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
CD33A 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve the 
Findings of Fact and Order for CD33A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
CD48A 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 
the Findings of Fact and Order for CD48A as presented. Commissioner Kemp noted that 
CD48A Findings of Fact and Order documentation were not included in the board packet, as 



CD33A Findings of Fact were duplicated. Chair Morrow called to postpone the approval of 
CD48A. Commissioner Kemp moved and Commissioner Luepke seconded the motion to 
postpone the approval of the Findings of Fact and Order for CD48A until the regularly 
scheduled Board meeting on September 28, 2021. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

 

CD51A 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 

the Findings of Fact and Order for CD51A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 
 
Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn the 
Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Chair Morrow adjourned the meeting at 11:47 a.m.  
 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 
 
 

MANDY LANDKAMER 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

September 21, 2021 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in special session on Tuesday, 
September 21, 2021 at 11:03 a.m. with Chair Terry Morrow presiding. Commissioners Marie 
Dranttel, Jack Kolars, Denny Kemp and John Luepke were present. Also present were 
County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis and County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 

 
At 11:03 a.m., Chair Morrow called the meeting to order. 
 
Closed Meeting  
County Ditch 62A Improvement Project  

At 11:04 a.m. Chair Morrow moved to a closed session of the Drainage Authority, as 
permitted under Minnesota Statute §13D.05, Subdivision 3(b), to discuss litigation regarding 
the improvement project on Nicollet County Ditch 62A. Individuals attending the closed 
meeting were: Commissioners Denny Kemp, Marie Dranttel, Terry Morrow, Jack Kolars and 
John Luepke; County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer; County Administrator Mandy 
Landkamer, County Engineer Seth Greenwood; Ditch Inspector Nate Henry, Property and 
Public Services Director Jaci Kopet and Attorney Roger Justin.   
  

The Drainage Authority meeting came out of closed session at 12:01 p.m. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 
12:01 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

 

MANDY LANDKAMER 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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