
Nicollet County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

September 14, 2021 
Nicollet County Government Center 501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN  56082 

Commissioners – Terry Morrow, Chair; Jack Kolars; John Luepke; Marie Dranttel; Denny Kemp 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services with 
innovation and accountability 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing 

superior and efficient county 
government services through 
leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and 

diverse society. 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability. 
Innovation.  Integrity. 

9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order:  Chair Morrow 

1. Flag Pledge
2. Silence Your Cell Phones
3. Approval of Agenda

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of August 24, 2021 Board Minutes
2. Victim/Witness Coordinator Grant Renewal
3. End of Probations
4. Approval of Bills

Public Appearances  

9:05 a.m. Appoint Clerk of the Board – County Administrator 

9:10 a.m. U of M Extension 
1. University of Minnesota Memorandum of Agreement 2022-2024

9:20 a.m. Health and Human Services 
1. Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program Resolution

9:25 a.m. County Attorney 
1. Consider Settlement of Kleiber v. Nelson Auto Center Qui Tam Action

9:30 a.m. Administration 
1. South Central Service Cooperative Joint Powers Agreement

County Attorney Update 

Chair’s Report 

Commissioner Committee Reports 

Commissioners Meetings & Conferences 

Approve Per Diems and Expenses 

Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Continued… 
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9:45 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order:  Commissioner Kemp 
Drainage Authority Agenda Items 
1. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of August 24, 2021 Drainage Authority Minutes
2. Consider Findings for Approved Redeterminations for CD13A, CD29A,

CD33A, CD48A, and CD51
3. Public Hearing for Ditch Cleanings on CD32A and CD82
4. Public Hearing for CD86A - Levy and Financing for Improvement Project

Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 

Continued… 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
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Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
The following is a notice of scheduled meetings.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this 
notice of meetings also serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County 
Board of Commissioners.  Meetings with a quorum of Nicollet County Board of Commissioners 
expected to attend is noted with an asterisk (*).   
 
 

Questions or comments regarding any Nicollet County meeting and requests to 
participate in any meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Nicollet County Interim 
Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 
 
September 10 – Budget Workshop #1, Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
September 14 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
September 14 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
September 14 – REDA Annual Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter* 
September 15 – Budget Workshop #2, Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter* 
September 16 – AMC Fall Policy Conference, Arrowwood Conference Center, Alexandria, MN 
September 20 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet  
   County Board Room, St. Peter* 
September 21 – Individual Department Head Meeting with County Attorney, 8:15 a.m., Nicollet Room, St. Peter* 
September 21 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Nicollet County Government Center, EOC, St. Peter * 
September 24 – Brown-Nicollet Community Health Full Board Meeting, 8:15 a.m. 
September 28 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter *  
September 28 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
 
October 4 – Mankato Rehabilitation Center 
October 6 – SWCD Board Meeting 
October 7 – Highway 169 Coalition Meeting  
October 12 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 12 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 18 – Board of Adjustment and Appeals/Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting, 7 p.m., Nicollet  
   County Board Room, St. Peter* 
October 19 – County Board Workshop, 9:30 a.m., Road Tour, Nicollet County * 
October 26 – County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter *  
October 26 – County Drainage Authority Meeting, 9 a.m., Nicollet County Board Room, St. Peter * 
October 28 – Brown-Nicollet Community Health Executive Committee Meeting, 8:15 a.m. 
 

3



DRAFT
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 
NICOLLET COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AUGUST 24, 2021 

The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
August 10, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners Terry Morrow, Denny Kemp, Jack 
Kolars, Marie Dranttel, and John Luepke were present.  Also present were Interim 
County Administrator Mandy Landkamer, County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer 
and Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis.  

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 

approve the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to

approve the consent agenda items as follows: August 10, 2021 Board Meeting minutes
and August 18, 2021 Special Board Meeting minutes, and approval of the
Commissioner Warrants as presented for the following amounts: General Revenue
Fund - $99,922.70, Road & Bridge Fund - $55,492.17, Human Services Fund -
$110,642.89 and $5,592.98, and acknowledge review of the Auditor’s Warrants. Motion
carried with all voting in favor.

Public Appearances 
 Cedric Domm, resident of Nicollet County, appeared before the Board to 

address concerns in regards to the way a compliancy issue was handled in respect to 
his property that includes a Solar Panel farm. 

Funding Request 
Connecting Nicollet County 

Jean Gansen, Connecting Nicollet County Board Member, appeared before the 
Board to present the annual request for $10,000 towards the function of Connecting 
Nicollet County Program.  

Health and Human Services 
Grant Application and Fiscal Host for Regional ICS Training 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to 
approve Director Cassie Sassenberg to apply for, and fiscally host a public health 
workforce development grant. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

COVID-19 Response Update 
Director Sassenberg provided an update to the Board on COVID-19, the Delta 

variant and vaccination efforts in Nicollet County.  
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DRAFT
Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
August 24, 2021 

 

Public Services 
Nicollet Conservation Club Inc. Beer and Wine Liquor License 
 Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to 
approve the Beer and Wine Liquor License for Nicollet Conservation Club Inc. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
County Attorney 
Consideration of the Amended Policy Against Discrimination and Harassment 
Based Upon Protected Status 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the amended Policy Against Discrimination and Harassment Based Upon 
Protected Status with the further direction that the numbering of the policy be updated 
when placed in the Nicollet County Handbook. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
 County Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer reported on various highlights of 
events that the Attorney’s office has attended in the last few weeks.  
 
County Board 
County Administrator Position 
 Chair Morrow announced that an agreement was reached with Mandy 
Landkamer for the position of County Administrator. 
 
Administration 
Re-Appoint David Anderson to SC MN HRA Board 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the re-appointment of David Anderson to the South Central MN Multi-County 
HRA Board effective October 1, 2021. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities including:   
 
Chair’s Report 

 Special Board Meeting 

 Budget Meetings 
 

Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

 Region 9 Board Meeting 

 Special Board Meeting  

 Tri-County Meeting 

 Budget Meetings 

 Individual Department Head Meeting 
 
Commissioner Denny Kemp 

 Special Board Meeting 

 Statewide Communications Board 
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Nicollet County Board Meeting Minutes 
August 24, 2021 

 

 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

 REDA 

 County Fair Presentation 

 MVAC 

 Individual Department Head Meeting 

 Special Board Meeting 

 Greater Mankato Growth 

 Traverse des Sioux 
 
Commissioner John Luepke 

 Department Head Meeting 

 Special Board Meeting 

 County Fair Presentation 
 
Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to 
approve the expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the 
Commissioner Reports and/or as submitted on approved expense reports, and 
authorize payment of those expenses and per diems by the Finance Office. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Commission Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 

 
 
 
                                                                 ________________________________ 

     TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
                                                 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
_________________________________ 
JACI KOPET 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
NICOLLET COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

AUGUST 24, 2021 

The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, August 
24, 2021 at 10:01 a.m. with Chair Morrow presiding. Commissioners Marie Dranttel, John 
Luepke, Jack Kolars, and Denny Kemp were present. Also present were Interim County 
Administrator Mandy Landkamer, Recording Secretary Abigail Lewis and County Attorney 
Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 

Agenda 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: approval of the August 10, 2021 Drainage Authority 
minutes. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Final Public Hearing for Redeterminations for CD4A, CD13A, CD29A, CD33A, CD48A, 
and CD51A 
 Public Services Manager, Jaci Kopet, provided opening remarks for the Final Public  
Hearing for Redeterminations for CD4A, CD13A, CD29A, CD33A, CD48A, and CD51A. 
Manager Kopet introduced Mark Behrends, the lead viewer, to present the final reports for 
each ditch individually.  
  
CD4A 

Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 
for C4A. At 10:19 a.m. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD4A. 

Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD4A.  
Robert Freitag, PO Box 264 Nicollet, MN, property owner on CD4A, appeared before 

the Board to address his concerns on the redeterminations of CD4A with special concern to 
his property being tiled into CD39. 

Scott Morgan, with the Department of Transportation out of Mankato, appeared before 
the Board to bring forth a concern in regards to a culvert that connects CD4A and CD46A. 
Conversations were had with a landowner along HWY 99 with concerns to the  and since 
then the culvert has been dug out and Mr. Morgan wanted to bring this to the attention of the 
County as this was not the doing of the Department of Transportation.  

With no further comment, Chair Morrow closed the public comment portion of the 
meeting at 10:29 a.m.  

Discussion was had in regards to the concerns raised by Mr. Freitag during his public 
comment.  

Chair Morrow called a recess at 10:45 a.m. to allow the viewers to review the 
concerns brought forth by Mr. Freitag. Chair Morrow called the meeting back to order at 
11:00 a.m. 

After the recess, Manager Kopet appeared before the Board to request that the public 
hearing in regards to CD4A be continued and renoticed for September 28, 2021 at 10:00 
a.m.  

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to continue 
the public hearing and renotice for CD4A to September 28, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
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CD13A 
Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 

for C13A. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD13A at 11:06 a.m. 
Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD13A. None were made. Chair 

Morrow closed the public hearing. 
Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 

the Redetermination of Benefits for CD13A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to direct 
Manager Kopet to prepare Findings of Fact and Order for CD13A. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
CD29A 

Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 
for C29A. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD29A at 11:10 a.m. 

Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD29A. None were made. Chair 
Morrow closed the public hearing. 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 
the Redetermination of Benefits for CD29A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to direct 
Manager Kopet to prepare Findings of Fact and Order for CD29A. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
CD33A 

Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 
for C33A. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD33A at 11:16 a.m. 

Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD33A. None were made. Chair 
Morrow closed the public hearing. 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 
the Redetermination of Benefits for CD33A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to direct 
Manager Kopet to prepare Findings of Fact and Order for CD33A. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
CD48A 

Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 
for C48A. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD48A at 11:22 a.m. 

Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD48A. None were made. Chair 
Morrow closed the public hearing. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to approve 
the Redetermination of Benefits for CD48A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to direct 
Manager Kopet to prepare Findings of Fact and Order for CD48A. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
CD51A 

Lead viewer Behrends presented the final report on the Redetermination of Benefits 
for C51A. Chair Morrow opened the public hearing on CD51A at 11:25 a.m. 

Chair Morrow asked for any public comments on CD51A. None were made. Chair 
Morrow closed the public hearing. 
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Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to approve 
the Redetermination of Benefits for CD51A as presented. Motion carried with all voting in 
favor. 

Motion by Commissioner Luepke and seconded by Commissioner Kemp to direct 
Manager Kopet to prepare Findings of Fact and Order for CD51A. Motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
 
Set Public Hearing Date for CD32A Clean Out 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to set the 
Public Hearing Date for CD32A Clean Out on September 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Motion 
carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Set Public Hearing for CD86A Regarding Assessments and Levy to Landowners  
  Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to 
set the Public Hearing Date for CD86A Regarding Assessments and Levy to Landowners 
on September 14, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. Motion carried 4-0-1 with Commissioner Luepke 
abstaining.  
 
Adjourn 
 Motion by Commissioner Kemp and seconded by Commissioner Luepke to adjourn 
the Drainage Authority Meeting. Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Chair Morrow adjourned the meeting at 11:29 a.m.  
 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 
 
 

JACI KOPET 
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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