
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                    

  

 

Mission Statement 
Providing efficient services  

with innovation and 
accountability. 

Vision Statement 
Setting the standard for providing superior 
and efficient county government services 

through leadership, accountability and 
innovation to a growing and diverse society. 

 

Leadership.  Efficiency.  Accountability. 
Innovation.  Integrity. 

 
www.co.nicollet.mn.us 

Nicollet County Board of Adjustment and Appeals 

 

January 25, 2021 
7:00 PM 

Doors Open at 6:45 PM 
County Board Room, Nicollet County Government Center, 501 South Minnesota Avenue, Saint Peter MN 56082 

 

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and resulting state and federal emergency declarations 
and guidance about limiting unnecessary person-to-person contact, the Board of Adjustment and 
Appeals meetings will be conducted under Minnesota Statute 13D.021 – Meetings by Telephone or 
Other Electronic Means.  Some members may participate by telephone or other electronic means. 
 
Due to the current health pandemic, only a limited number of persons will be allowed in the 
meeting room at one time.  Persons in attendance must maintain proper social distancing at 
all times while in the building.  
 
Copies of the meeting agenda and packet are available on the Nicollet County website at:  
https://mn-nicolletcounty.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter 
 
Questions or comments regarding the meeting can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, Property 
Services Director, at 507-934-7074, or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Election of Officers 
4. Review of Cancellations and Additions 
5. Approval of Minutes: December 21, 2020 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARING PLN21-03 

Applicant/ Property Owner:  Brian and Mary Duehring 
Request:  Reduce minimum lot size, for the purpose of constructing a new single family 

dwelling 
Location:  Part of the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 26-109-27 in Belgrade 

Township 
Parcel Number:  01.026.3115 
   

7. Old Business  
8. Other Business 
9. Communications 
10. Adjourn 
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Board of Adjustment & Appeals 

MINUTES DECEMBER 21, 2020 7:00 PM 
NICOLLET COUNTY 

BOARD ROOM

BOARD MEMBERS ☒ David Wendinger

CHAIR
Jason Enter ☒ David Hermanson ☒ Justin Laven ☒ Ron Regenscheid ☒

ABSENT EXCUSED ☐ David Wendinger

CHAIR
Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐

ABSENT ☐ David Wendinger

CHAIR
Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐

STAFF PRESENT 

Property and Public Services Director Mandy Landkamer ☒

Deputy Zoning Administrator (DZA) Jon Hammel ☒

Assistant County Attorney (ACA) Megan E. Gaudette Coryell ☒

Other Staff: ☐

REVIEW OF CANCELLATIONS & ADDITIONS None. 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 19, 2020 APPROVE ☒ APPROVE WITH REVISIONS ☐

1ST Jason Enter ☒ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

2ND Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☒ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

VOTE TO APPROVE MINUTES PASS ☒ FAIL ☐ VOTE: 5-0 

Public Hearings 

MITCH GRATHWOHL PLN20-35 
AFTER-THE-FACT VARIANCE TO REDUCE BLUFF SETBACK FOR A RETAINING 

WALL CONSTRUCTED ON SLOPE GREATER THAN TWELVE PERCENT 

APPLICANT COMMENT Mitch Grathwohl was present to represent himself.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Neighboring landowners Ron Gruber and Nicole Grathwohl inquired about the request.  Neither objected 
to the request. 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY None. 

MOTION APPROVE WITH PROPOSED CONDITIONS☒ DENY ☐

1ST Jason Enter ☒ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

2nd Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☒ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

Enter asked if Grathwohl had water in his house. Grathwohl stated yes, he had water in his garage and 
sediment building up against the outside of  his house. 

Chair Wendinger asked if the rock wall is done.  Grathwohl stated the rock wall is done.  

Laven asked why Grathwohl waited so long, since this started in 2018, and the request was not before the 

Board until 2020. 

Regenscheid noted that Grathwohl was informed he needed a permit in August, yet Grathwohl started 

construction in October.  Regenscheid asked Grathwohl why he did not get a permit  before starting 
construction.  Grathwohl stated that is when the landscaper was able to start work, that he did not think it 
was the same as the front, that he did not understand the 12% slope or the bluff standard, and that he 
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wanted to get the work done that year. 
 

Enter noted that he felt Grathwohl should have gotten a permit.  However, the retaining wall does look 
nice, that the retaining wall probably the way it should be, and that it does not make sense to tell 
Grathwohl to tear out the retaining wall.  Laven agreed, and added if the wall was removed, Grathwohl 

would have problems to deal with again.  Laven noted concern with the increasing issue of individuals 
going ahead with work, and seeking an after-the-fact variance, with no repercussions. 

 

Enter asked Staff whether a residence would be able to be built on this lot today, under current standards.  
Director Landkamer stated a variance would be needed, to reduce the bluff setback to 0.  

MOTION TO RECESS  7:43 PM 

1ST Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☒ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

2nd Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☒ David Wendinger ☐ 

VOTE TO RECESS PASS  ☒ FAIL  ☐ VOTE:  5-0 

RECONVENE  8:17 PM 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

The Board discussed Criteria 7 through10. 
 
The consensus of the Board was that it did not make sense to require Grathwohl to tear out the retaining 

wall. 
 
Enter asked Staff what would happen if Grathwohl built another retaining wall next year on the other side 

of his house, and sought an after the fact variance.  Director Landkamer stated there would be no 
repercussion, and there was not stipulation regarding that issue.  

VOTE  PASS  ☒ FAIL  ☐ VOTE:  5-0 

MOTION TO APPROVE FINDINGS OF FACT  

1ST Jason Enter ☒ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

2nd Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☒ Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

VOTE TO APPROVE FINDINGS OF FACT PASS  ☒ FAIL  ☐ VOTE:  5-0 

 

 
 

 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS None. 

OTHER BUSINESS None. 

REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCES None. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Director Landkamer noted that Jason Enter would be leaving the Board.  She thanked 
Enter for his years of service and presented him with a plaque.   

MOTION TO ADJOURN 8:26 PM 

1ST Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☐ Justin Laven ☐ Ron Regenscheid ☒ David Wendinger ☐ 

2nd Jason Enter ☐ David Hermanson ☒ Justin Laven ☐  Ron Regenscheid ☐ David Wendinger ☐ 

VOTE TO ADJOURN PASS  ☒ FAIL  ☐ VOTE: 5-0 

DAVID WENDINGER, 
CHAIR 

 DATE  

JON HAMMEL, 

DEPUTY ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
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