
   
Board of Commissioners Agenda 

July 9, 2024 
Nicollet County Government Center Board Room    ●    501 South Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN 56082 

 
Commissioners: Terry Morrow - Board Chair; Marie Dranttel - Vice Chair; Jack Kolars; Mark Dehen; Kurt Zins 

 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Providing efficient 
services with innovation 

and accountability. 

Vision Statement 
 

Setting the standard for providing superior and efficient county 
government services through leadership, accountability and 

innovation to a growing and diverse society. 
 

Core Values 
 

Leadership. Integrity. 
Accountability. 

Efficiency. Innovation. 

Nicollet County Government Center | 501 S. Minnesota Avenue | St. Peter, MN  56082 | P: (507) 934-6800 | co.nicollet.mn.us 
 

 
 
9:00 a.m. Call Board of Commissioners Meeting to Order: Chair  

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Silence Your Cell Phones 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Approval of Consent Agenda: 

a. June 25, 2024 Board Minutes 
b. End of Probations 
c. Approval of Bills 

5. Public Appearances 
 
9:05 a.m. 6. Board Engagement  

a. MnDOT Presentation: Capital Highway Investment Plan (CHIP) Outreach  
 

9:25 a.m.  7. Human Resources 
a. Total Compensation Assessment - Request for Proposals  

 
9:30 a.m. 8.   Property Services 

a. Set Public Hearing Date for a Zoning Map Amendment Request  
 

9:35 a.m. 9. Emergency Management 
a. Consider Resolution Declaring Nicollet County in a State of Emergency  

 
9:40 a.m. 10. Administration  

a. Consider South Central Workforce Development Area Joint Powers Agreement   
 

9:45 a.m. 11. County Attorney Update 
 12. Chair’s Report 
 13. Commissioner Committee Reports, Meetings & Conferences 
 14. Approve Per Diems and Expenses 
  15. Adjourn Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 
 
 
9:50 a.m. Call Drainage Authority Meeting to Order: Chair 

1. Approval of Agenda 
2. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. June 25, 2024 Drainage Authority Minutes 
3. Public Appearances 

 

https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/
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9:55 a.m. 4. Public Services  
a. Consider Appointment of Engineer for CD38A Improvement Petition 

10:00 a.m.  b.   PUBLIC HEARING: Redetermination Final Public Hearing for Various County 
Ditches – CD9A, CD23A, CD27A, CD30A, CD32A, CD32A Lateral 1, CD40A, 
CD87, and CD88 

 
 5. Adjourn Drainage Authority Meeting 
 
    
 
 

Notice of Scheduled Meetings 
 

The following is a notice of scheduled meetings. Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, this notice of meetings also 
serves as notice of regular and special meetings of the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners. Questions or 
comments regarding Nicollet County meetings and requests to participate can be directed to Mandy Landkamer, 
Nicollet County Administrator, at 507-934-7074 or mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us. 

Date Time Meeting Location 

July 9 9:00 a.m. County Board of Commissioners Meeting Gov. Center Board Room – St. Peter 

July 9 *following Board 
adjournment  Drainage Authority Meeting  Gov. Center Board Room – St. Peter 

July 16 8:15 a.m. Individual Department Head Meeting (HR) EOC 

July 16 9:30 a.m. Board Workshop EOC 

July 23 9:00 a.m. County Board of Commissioners Meeting  Gov. Center Board Room – St. Peter 

July 23 *following Board 
adjournment Drainage Authority Meeting  Gov. Center Board Room – St. Peter 

July 24 7:00 p.m. Nicollet Township Association Meeting  Nicollet American Legion, Nicollet  

July 26 9:00 a.m. BNCH Full Board Meeting  New Ulm 

 

https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/
mailto:mandy.landkamer@co.nicollet.mn.us
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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 The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 
25, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. Present at the meeting were Commissioners Morrow, Dranttel, Kolars, 
Zins, and Dehen. Also present were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer and County 
Attorney Michelle Zehnder Fischer. 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 
addition of the “Consideration of Presidential Declaration of a Major Disaster Resolution” to the   
agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
agenda as amended.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 
addition of the authorization of use of legal counsel in a drainage matter to the agenda.  Motion 
carried with all voting in favor.  

Consent Agenda: 
1. June 11, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes 
2. June 17, 2024 CBAE Minutes  
3. Out of State Travel: Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 
4. DNR Electronic License System Agent Contract  
5. Approval of Bills 
6. Acknowledgement of the Auditor’s Warrants and approval of the Commissioner Warrants 

as presented for the following amounts:  
a. General Revenue Fund - $158,211.44 
b. Road & Bridge Fund - $32,190.16 
c. Human Services Fund - $121,288.28 

 
Motion by Commissioner Zins and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 

above consent agenda items. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 

Public Appearances:  
There were no public appearances.  
 
 
Health and Human Services: 
Health and Human Services On-Call Responsibilities: Request for Compensation Change 

 Director Sassenberg requested approval to increase the on-call stipend to $60 per day 
and $70 per holiday day effective July 1, 2024.  After-hours requests relate to adult and child 
protection – ranging from brief phone calls to lengthy in-person interventions.   
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Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 

increase to the on-call stipend for HHS staff to $60 per day and $70 per holiday day effective 
July 1, 2024.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Position Request: Public Health Planner  

Director Sassenberg requested approval to add a public health planner position.  In the 
2023 legislative session, community health boards were allocated ongoing, annual funding to 
strengthen local public health and meet foundational public health responsibilities.   

Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
addition of a public health planner position.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
 
Property Services: 
June 10, 2024 Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting 
 Zoning Specialist Zehnder requested consideration of the following conditional use permit 
request and findings of fact from the June 10, 2024 Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission: 
 

1) River Valley 
Enterprises 

LLC/Lorentz and 
Sons Construction  

PLN24-05 Three-year Mineral Extraction Conditional Use 
Permit to mine, crush, and stockpile gravel  

 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit with staff’s 
recommended conditions.  
 
 Commissioner Dranttel motioned and Commissioner Dehen seconded to approve the 
Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission’s June 10, 2024 report, permit, recommendations, 
and findings as submitted therein.  Following the motion, the Board had additional questions 
about the impact the mining operations might have on an existing private power line.  
Commissioner Dehen moved and Commissioner Dranttel seconded to table the request to allow 
staff and the applicant to discuss concerns with the power line that runs along the property line 
to the dwelling located on the property.   
 
 
Sheriff: 
Consideration of Presidential Declaration for a Major Disaster Resolution 
 Sheriff Lange presented a resolution for consideration requesting the Governor of 
Minnesota petition the President of the United States to declare Nicollet County as a major 
disaster area as a result of the flooding.   

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 
resolution requesting a presidential declaration of a major disaster.  Motion carried with all 
voting in favor on a roll call vote.  
 
 
Property Services Cont.   
June 10, 2024 Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission Meeting 
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The request was brought back before the Board following the discussion with staff and 
the applicant concerning the power lines.   
 Motion carried with a 4-0 vote. Commissioner Kolars abstained.  
  
Houston Engineering, Inc. Services Agreement 

Environmental Specialist Fanakinwa requested approval of an agreement with 
Houston Engineering, Inc. to develop a comprehensive watershed plan for the Minnesota 
River - Mankato One Watershed One Plan. 

Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
Houston Engineering, Inc. services agreement.  Motion carried with a 4-0 vote.  Commissioner 
Kolars abstained.  
 
 
Public Works 
Consider Final Payment for SAP 052-623-027 
 Director Greenwood requested approval of the final payment for project SAP 052-623-027 
to Holtmeier Construction, Inc. in the amount of $116,874.34 and authorize the County 
Administrator to sign the Certificate of Final Acceptance.  Project SAP 052-623-027 involved 
ravine and slope stabilization of severely eroded slopes on CSAH 23. 

Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Zins to approve the 
final payment for project SAP 052-623-027 to Holtmeier Construction, Inc. in the amount of 
$116,874.34 and authorize the County Administrator to sign the Certificate of Final Acceptance.  
Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Consider Final Payment for SAP 052-599-027 
 Director Greenwood requested approval of the final payment for project SAP 052-599-027 
to Holtmeier Construction, Inc.  in the amount of $49,987.78 and authorize the County 
Administrator to sign the Certificate of Final Acceptance. Project SAP 052-599-027 involved the 
removal of old concrete box culverts and the installation of a new box culvert on Kern’s Drive 
East.  

Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
final payment for project SAP 052-599-027 to Holtmeier Construction, Inc. for final payment in 
the amount of $49,987.78 and authorize the County Administrator to sign the Certificate of Final 
Acceptance.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
 
Administration: 
Consider Resolution to Grant Authorization to Educate Identity and Access Management 
Program  
 Administrator Landkamer requested approval of a resolution to Grant Authorization to 
Educate Identity and Access Management (EDIAM) program.  The Minnesota Department of 
Education is modernizing several of the County Auditor submissions through the new County 
Auditor Reporting Data Submissions portal.   

 Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve the 
resolution identifying Property and Public Services Director Kopet as the EDIAM authorized 
user.  Motion carried with all voting in favor on a roll call vote. 
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Limited Use Permit – Snowmobile Route  
 Administrator Landkamer requested approval of a Limited Use Permit and Resolution for 
the snowmobile route along U.S. Highway 14.  As a result of the realignment of U.S. Highway 
14, the previous Limited Use Permit (#5202-0002) was terminated.  

Motion by Commissioner Zins and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve the 
Limited Use permit (#5202-0007) and Resolution.  Motion carried with all voting in favor on a 
roll call vote. 
 
County Attorney: 
Consider Authorization of Use of Rinke Noonan Services on a Drainage Matter  
 Commissioner Morrow summarized the information shared during the June 18, 2024 
Board Workshop concerning water flow issues in the City of St Peter.   
 Motion by Commissioner Morrow and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to authorize 
the County Attorney to use additional legal services from Rinke Noonan on a drainage matter.  
Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
County Attorney Update: 
 Attorney Zehnder Fischer shared the office continues to see significant spikes in criminal 
cases, child protection, and civil commitment matters.  
 
  
Chair’s Report: 

• County Board of Appeals and Equalization  
• County Board Workshop 
• Workforce Development Joint Powers 
• St Peter Liaison  
• Tri-County Solid Waste  

 
Commissioner Committee Reports 

The Commissioners reported on various meetings and activities, including:   
 
Commissioner Mark Dehen 

• County Board of Appeals and Equalization 
• Individual Department Head  
• AMC District 7  

 
Commissioner Marie Dranttel 

• Region 9  
• County Board of Appeals and Equalization 
• Tri-County Solid Waste  
• Traverse Des Sioux Library Board  
• St Peter Liaison  

 
Commissioner Jack Kolars 

• Diversity Council  
• County Housing Advisory   
• AMC – District 7  
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• County Board of Appeals and Equalization 
• County Board Workshop 
• Diversity Council 

 
Commissioner Kurt Zins 

• County Board of Appeals and Equalization  
• County Housing Advisory   
• Individual Department Head Meeting  
 

 

Approve Per Diems and Expenses: 
 Motion by Commissioner Kolars and seconded by Commissioner Dehen to approve the 
expenses and per diems for the meetings noted above during the Commissioner Reports and/or 
as submitted on approved expense reports, and authorize payment of those expenses and per 
diems by the Finance Office. Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Adjourn: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:51 a.m. 
 
 
 

      _______________________________________ 
      TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
                                                  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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Agenda Item: 

End of Probations 

Primary Originating Division/Dept.: Human Resources 

Contact: Kristy Larson 

Amount of Time Requested 

Presenter: Kristy Larson 

Title: HR Director 

minutes 

Title: HR Director 

Meeting Date: 07/09/2024 

Item Type: 
(Select One) Consent Agenda

Attachments: 0 Yes 0 No 

County strategy: Facilities and Space - preserve maintain and build our assets(Select One) ' 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

Health and Human Services 
Health and Human Services Director Cassie Sassenberg has requested the end of probation for Mariana Figueroa, 

Interpreter/Administrative Support Technician, effective June 26, 2024. 

Sheriffs Office 
Sheriff Dave Lange has requested the end of probation for Samuel Olson, Correctional Officer, effective June 12, 2024. 

Supporting Documents: 0 Attached 

Prior Board Action Taken on this Agenda Item: 

If "yes", when? (provide year; mm/dd/yy if known) 

Approved by County Attorney's Office: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Grant end of probationary status 

FISCAL IMPACT: Other 
(Select One) 

If "Other", specify 

FTE IMPACT: No FTE change 
(Select One) 
If "Increase or "Decrease" specify: 

Related Financial/FTE Comments: 

0 In Signature Folder 

0 Yes O No 

0 Yes 0 No 

FUNDING 
County Dollars = 

Grant 
(Select One) 

Total 

0 None 

0 N/A 
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 The Nicollet County Drainage Authority met in regular session on Tuesday, June 25, 
2024, following the adjournment of the regular Board of Commissioners meeting. Present at 
the meeting were Commissioners Morrow, Dranttel, Kolars, Zins, and Dehen. Also present 
were County Administrator Mandy Landkamer and County Attorney Zehnder Fischer. 

Approval of Agenda: 
 Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to approve 
the agenda. Carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Dranttel and seconded by Commissioner Kolars to approve 

the consent agenda items as follows: 
a. June 11, 2024 Drainage Authority Minutes 
b. Consider Ditch Repair Reports 24-011 through 24-016 

Carried unanimously. 
 

Public Appearances: 
Lynn Fluegge spoke to the Drainage Authority concerning the grate bars on CD86A.   
 
Tim Waibel spoke to the Drainage Authority concerning the grate bars on CD86A and the 
debris collecting on the grates.  
 
Leslie Brandes spoke to the Drainage Authority concerning CD86A and the debris collecting 
on the grate bars.  
 
  
Public Works:  
Drainage Maintenance on County Ditch 86A 
 Director Greenwood and Ditch Inspector Henry summarized the information gathered 
from Chris Otterness, Houston Engineering, Inc. and Quality Flow, pump supplier and 
maintainer, following direction provided at the June 18, 2024 Board Workshop about solutions 
to increase the flow of water to the pumps and to address the accumulation of debris on the 
grate.  Based upon the recommendations of Chris Otterness and Quality Flow, the request of 
the Board was to consider removing every other bar from the grate as this would increase the 
water flow and reduce the debris accumulation.  It was opined that this option presented a low 
risk solution while a more long term plan is developed by Mr. Otterness.     

 
Motion by Commissioner Dehen and seconded by Commissioner Dranttel to authorize 

Public Works to remove a limited number of bars from the CD86A grate as recommended by 
Mr. Otterness and Quality Flow.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.   
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Adjourn:  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 

 
 
 

TERRY MORROW, CHAIR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
MANDY LANDKAMER,  
CLERK TO THE BOARD 
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